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Beloved listeners, we have an
interview with the Ambassador of
the National Disability Insurance
Scheme which is run by the
Australian Government. We have a
great deal of respect for the NDIS
Scheme, because it helps
thousands of people to be able to
move and come and go in order
that the disability they have does
not harm them, so that it will not
stop them from living their lives. Ms
Victoria Shimun, greetings. We are
honoured to have you on our
program.
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Female
speaker
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Thank you, thank you my dear
brother.
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Male
speaker
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We will start with the first question,
which we always ask. Who is
Victoria Shimum? Could you
please give us a history about
where you are from, and when did
you arrive in this country?

0.53-
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Female
speaker
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OK. My name is Victoria Pithyo
Shimun. | am from Iraq, from the
city of Kirkuk. | was born on 5
February 1954. | came to Australia
almost 15 years ago as a refugee.
All of the family were already here.




They completed all my papers
under the family, what is it called?

1.19 Male [Immigration] | Immigration.
speaker
1.20-121 | Female 4o [Immigration] i¢ | Yes, Immigration, yes.
speaker
1.22- Male 2834 1ol M\l eNsasla [disability] teie | And this, what they call ‘disability’
1.28 speaker faX. waax (a8 | in English, what is it?
1.29 Female ¢8eMax | Disability.
speaker
1.29- Male Gua L 6l adso wasnd edax 1l a1 | Yes, this disability of yours, what
1.35 speaker Hoomy, Faxts wans oX »ald (3 fwala | does it mean to you? In other
‘<3 | words, how does it cause
difficulties in your life?
1.36- Female 155 6 18 A6 ieams WAL Gl Ayl | | have difficulty in moving. My
2.03 speaker HANAn 28 18 1N @l (ol Xk [ movement is not very strong. |
B DAAalo wouAalXel A1 X Axay 3 | move about, but not for long
({3261 0 1Sa%s LS e 13 18 s~k oX Ha | distances. It is difficult for me to
HoXdo LANEY rami Aoy st B2 | climb stairs. | also have a problem
186Xy Aoy L (g oX XX\ exa | with my back. | mean, | have a
back ache. For this reason, my
living is difficult. Also, doing
housework is a bit difficult for me.
2.04- Male o w218 /NDIS] 161 Liina oo w213 8¢ 133 | Very well. How do you see this
217 speaker oA dx 1903 waxola wne fulisa waiasea | NDIS? How does it help you in
T X s 283 28 SN | your living, so that this disability
you have does not hurt you much?
2.18- Female 18200 (X 13805 wbo 2w 0 (&8 /NDIS] | The NDIS is like a company which
3.12 speaker oX Koamy 436 wimi AL 28 G6A0.3% | js run by the Government to help
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those of us who have difficulty in
moving around and help with
housework. For me personally, it
has been like my family helping me
around the house. | have a family, |
have brothers and sisters, but it is
difficult for them to reach me and
help me all the time. Because, as |
told you, my living is difficult. And |
live with my mother who is old and
also sick at home. Therefore, these
people who have been set up by
the Government and whom they
call the NDIS, help me with many
things, including having a bath,
cleaning, taking me to the shops
and taking me to doctors.

3.14- Male K7 CIR-TWAPETNAPNETE (N LT EWE PF L IC 4-15- In other words, Ms Victoria, your

3.17 speaker AAng 0 oo Ha WA | life has improved after receiving
these supports.

3.18- Female Anl 36 (Nl L8y oo 155 .58 195 1498 ek | Definitely. My life is much, much,

4.23 speaker oX Kaas 60 . 6x 12 toda Rxan N 60 [ much better. Because, before |
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joined the NDIS, | used to see
myself as being less than other
people, as being less than other
friends. In other words, | used to
experience difficulty in everything
in my life. Because my family
cannot be keeping an eye on me
all of the time. When | joined the
NDIS, they came to my rescue in
every way. | saw myself being able
to try and join in activities, like
other people who are able to do
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everything. | started going to
English language classes and
learned the language. | wanted to
learn flower making. | want to learn
drawing. | went to Assyrian
language classes. It had always
been a wish of mine to learn how
to read and write my own
language, my mother language. |
am doing well now. There are
things that | can read now in my
own language.

4.24- Male XOT wAhid Ha wadond waxis (s (s | In other words, you mean they are
4.34 speaker ~Ae =3 wodn 138 /improve] 6o N3 | helping you improve your life and
LSKII] 24 onial oX ASae 23 wNXatoe | to acquire a skill.
4.35- Female 4o 35 Qe 138 38 (5 | Yes, very much so.
4.36 speaker
4.37- Male 801 \And 160 A Al s aso 8¢ 155 | Very well. There was another thing
4.38 speaker ..-aX [ | wanted to ask you...
4.38- Female w0 2k w1 fsorry] (Al wat as w1 | Sorry, | want to say something
5.02 speaker ~aNiin 238 e o Al o S (i8I | else. My wish is to learn how to
AN S Il Gol JAGAY LAY, s X | drive. | also want to learn driving.
~an0 UL (Nh 268 asasd 38 Hxaioe Al a5 [ There are times when, for
il 28 wadmasdy AAX 2K 3 LNiis w8 [ example, my mother and | want to
5 AL @316 At sl 18 wadae o [ go somewhere. At such times, |
b s s L aadal i il s 18X | have to contact my family or call
~a\ Sliel Jasss [ for a taxi. But many times, | want to
do these things by myself. In other
words, | want to be able to depend
on myself.
5.03- Male [very soon] & Sol (hax 4% % 1A% [ God willing, God willing, you will be
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able to do that too very soon. The
thing | wanted to ask you, following
your answer — you mentioned your
mother. How much is the NDIS
helping you, and helping your own
family? Because, as you said, your
family are not there all the time.
They too have their own things to
do. How much do they (the NDIS)
help you, so that there is not a lot
of burden on the family?

5.40-
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Female
speaker
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Yes, a lot, a lot. They help me a
lot. They help my mother as well.
They help my brothers and sisters.
In other words, they (the family)
feel relieved in this way. They are
not worried about me and my
mother all the time. They know that
there are people who are helping
me. For example, if | get sick or
something happened, | can contact
them and talk to them and tell them
about my problem, or that my
mother is sick. In other words, | am
able to do these things myself.

6.12-
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Male
speaker
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Very well. We have a question
which we always ask someone like
yourself who has the courage to
come out and talk to the people
who are listening. Congratulations
for having this courage. If someone
is sitting down and listening to you
now and needs this help, but he is
saying “l am ashamed to enquire




about help, to ask for help”. What
words do you have for him?
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7.14

Female
speaker
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| will tell him no, don’t be ashamed.
This is not something, this is
something from God. God gave us
this thing, but God gave us other
things in order that we get on with
our lives. God took something from
us, but He gave us ...

[inaudible] ... There are many
people, for example like
Beethoven, who was a world-
renowned musician. As you know
yourself, you have heard of him. In
other words, how famous he was
in the world. Was he blind? | don’t
know. Was he deaf? | truly do not
know.

7.15

Male
speaker

.60 155

He was deaf.
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7.49

Female
speaker
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There are other singers, singers
who are famous. There are
countries that are forming teams of
those who have disability. They are
taking part in competitions in their
own countries and winning the best
cups, earning fame for their own
countries. Therefore, why should
you be ashamed? Do not be
ashamed. And to those who have
a disability, who have this
condition, whatever disability they
have, do not be ashamed. You




must tell everything. Ask for
whatever you want from the
Government people. Do not just sit
at home.
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Male
speaker
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Ms Victoria, | believe that the
disability you are talking about
does not define what kind of
person he is. That person is a
human being who is greater than
that disability. He must not ignore
it. One thinks that this disability
shows who that person is. That
person has his/her own dignity.
People must see him/her as an
ordinary human being just like all
of us.
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Female
speaker
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My advice for those people is:
don’t sit down and don’t say “my
life is finished, this is it, this is the
end”. No, no. As long as one has a
brain, has thinking, he should be
[inaudible]... | too will try. Why?
[inaudible]...why. My life too must
move on, until when God...
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Male
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Amen, Amen. You are very right.
Life must always go on.
Congratulations to you for coming
out and talking to all those who are
listening to this talk about the
NDIS. This support that the
National Disability Insurance
Scheme is providing helps
everyone. What are your last




words to your Assyrian people who
are listening, and to all the people
who are listening? What can you
tell them, explain to them that there
is nothing wrong with help and
asking for help?
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Female
speaker
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| am asking our girls, our own
Assyrians, we must not be
ashamed of ourselves. You must
see a boy or a girl who has such a
thing, such a difficulty, whatever it
is. You, your children. | mean,
encourage them. As they say, let
your children have faith in
themselves. They should not be
sitting at home. This is how our
children’s living is. That is it. All
roads are closed. No. The world is
not like that. Thanks to the
Government who is doing this thing
for us. In other words, | wish these
people [inaudible]...success, who
have [inaudible]... who are helping
such people.
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You are so right, so very right.
Thank you very much Ms Victoria.
As they say, now you know that
this Radio Program is always open
to you, it is your home. Whenever
you want to call us, we will be
delighted to talk with you.

10.30-
10.38

Female
speaker
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Thank you too, you people of the
Radio Program. | have a lot of
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respect for you. And | always listen
to your program. Thank you very
much.

10.39- Male Haxa xod .waXaad Zasio 133 (Kw.ed | Thank you very much, and may
10.40 speaker God bless you. Goodbye.

10.41- | Female [Thank you, bye bye] .14 o231 | Thank you very much. Thank you,
1042 speaker bye bye.




